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Abstract

The district, Udalguri [1885 sq km; 260462  N – 260772  N & 920082  E – 950152  E] is inhabited by
different tribes of Assam with rich ethnic knowledge of their own. The present paper deals with first
hand information on 15 important plant species used by the Bodo tribe of Udalguri district, Assam for
the preparation of Kolakhar.
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INTRODUCTION

Kolakhar or Khar, as it is locally known by ethnic people of Assam is an alkaline liquid. It is
produced as a filtrate from the ashes of different part(s) of some species of plants. It is also
known as ‘Kharwi’ by the Bodo tribe in their own Bodo-language. They have their own ethnic
knowledge on the uses of different plant part(s) those are used in the preparation of Kolakhar.
They collect different useful plant parts during the months of November and December from
nearby vegetation. Collected plants part(s) are then dried and burnt to ashes from a single plant or
in combination of different plants. Ashes are collected and again grinded to make powder. The
ash powder is then placed in a container with perforated bottom and poured water in it. The
filtrate is collected by placing another container below it. This filtrate is Khar and is blackish in
colour and contains certain chemical compounds including Potassium carbonate, Sodium chloride
and some trace elements such as Aluminium, Lead, Vanadium etc. (Deka & Talukdar, 2007).
Traditionally, the Kolakhar is used by the tribe as a cooking ingredient instead of soda-powder
(NaHCO

3
). Other important uses of Kolakhar by the Bodo people are as soaps and detergents

for washing clothes, as shampoo for healthy hair growth, as antibiotic on fresh injuries, as preven-
tive for Leeches in agricultural works and for certain cattle diseases.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

An on spot survey has been made in the Udalguri district [1885 sq km; 260462  N – 260772  N &
920082  E – 950152  E] of Assam, India, to record the plants and their useful parts for the preparation
of Khar (Kharwi) by the people of Bodo tribe. The information has been gathered mainly from
local village elders during field trips to different areas of the district. Collected plant specimens
were processed into mounted herbarium sheets following the standard Harbarium technique (Jain
& Rao 1977) and identified by matching with pre-identified specimens in the Herbarium of the
Department of Botany, Gauhati University and using different floras including Flora of Assam
(Kanjilal et al 1934 – 1939; Bor 1940) and Flora of British India (Hooker 1872 - 1897). The
voucher specimens were deposited in the Harbarium of the Botany department, Gauhati University.
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RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Recorded plants has been enumerated in Table 1 along with their family, local (bodo) name and
part(s) used. In the present study, a total of fifteen species of plants have been recorded which
are used by the Bodo tribe in Udalguri district of Assam for the preparation of Kolakhar. These
plants are belonging to 7 families and of 8 genera. There are 5 species from Poaceae, 4 species
from Musaceae, 2 species from Pontederiaceae, and 1 species each from Asteraceae,
Bignoniaceae, Meliaceae and Verbenaceae. Out of the fifteen plant species 11 are belong to
Monocotyledons and 4 species are from Dicotyledons.

Table 1. List of Plants used in Kolakhar preparation by the Bodo tribe in the Udalguri district of
Assam

Plant names [Family]; Exsiccatae Bodo name Plant parts used 

Bambusa bambos (Linnaeus) Voss 
[Poaceae]; Boro-312 

Bhulaka owa Culm 

Bambusa nutans Wallich [Poaceae]; 
Boro-308 

Jathi owa Culm 

Bambusa pallida Munro  [Poaceae]; Boro 
– 315 

Mukol owa Culm 

Bambusa tulda Roxburgh [Poaceae]; 
Boro-310 

Jathi owa Culm 

Bambusa balcooa Roxburgh  [Poaceae]; 
Boro – 317 

Furka owa Culm  

Chromolaena odorata (Linnaeus) R. King 
& H. Robinson [Asteraceae]; Boro-256 
 

Jarmoni Hagra Stem 

Eichhornia crassipes (Martius) Solms 
[Pontederiaceae]; Boro-273 

Methuka Whole plant 

Lantana camara Linnaeus [Verbenaceae]; 
Boro-193 

Khee Hagra Stem 

Melia azedarach Linnaeus [Meliaceae]; 
Boro-169 

Nim Stem 

Monochoria hastata (Linnaeus) Solms 
 [Pontederiaceae]; Boro – 274 

Methuka Whole plant 

Musa balbisiana Colla [Musaceae]; Boro 
– 215 

Thalir Trunk, rhizome, peels, 
pedicel. 

Musa champa Hortulanorum ex Hooker f. 
[Musaceae]; Boro – 217 

Thalir Trunk, rhizome, peels, 
pedicel. 

Musa paradisiaca Linnaeus [Musaceae]; 
Boro-212 

Thalir Trunk, rhizome, peels, 

pedicel. 

Musa velutina Wendland & Drude 
[Musaceae]; Boro – 311 

Thalir Trunk, rhizome, peels, 
pedicel. 

Oroxylum indicum (Linnaeus) Ventenat 
[Bignoniaceae]; Boro - 327 

Kharong Stem 
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PLATE – I. Fig 1: Trunk sections of Musa sps.; Fig 2: Rhizomes of Musa sps.; Fig 3: Debris
of Bambusa sps.; Fig 4: Twigs of Melia azedarach; Fig 5: Burning of Dry plants part, and Fig
6: Filtration of Kolakhar.

Among the 15 plant species, Eichhornia crassipes, Monochoria hastata, Bambusa tulda,
Oroxylum indicum, Chromolaena odorata and Lantana camara are found in wild state  in the
district and other nine species are found in cultivated condition for other commercial purposes.
Again, out of these, there are three naturalised exotic plants [Chromolaena odorata, Eichhornia
crassipes and Lantana camara]. Bodo people collects huge quantity of Musa balbisiana from
the surrounding forests that produce best quality of Kolakhar (Deka 2007). According to them
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(Boro tribe) the ash prepared from the rhizome of the genus Musa produces best quality of
Kolakhar. Oroxylum indicum, which is second large collected wild plant for the same purpose is
also used as medicine and vegetable. And, that is why its population in the area is declining very
fast. It is now important not only to record and conserve the traditional knowledge of these people
but also to conserve all these useful plants.
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